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Included in this
newsletter:

The Graduate School Office is dedicated to advancing graduate
education, upholding academic excellence, promoting graduate
student success, fostering inclusivity, and nurturing a supportive
community across all our graduate programs. UCCS graduate
programs include 41 master’s degrees, 11 doctoral programs, and an
array of graduate certificates. 

We also support non-degree seeking students who are returning to
campus after previously earning a bachelor’s degree. We work closely
with the Office of Admissions, academic departments, and other
support offices across campus to support graduate students in their
academic journey.
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The Graduate School supports students in many ways including:

Ensuring quality across all facets of graduate education
through policies and standards that uphold best practices.
Advocating for graduate education locally, regionally, and
nationally.
Representing UCCS's graduate programs in partnership with
the State of Colorado, federal agencies, industry
collaborators, and the broader community.
Supporting program development and the launch of new
degree and certif icate programs within our graduate
offerings.
Providing resources and personalized service to prospective
and current students.
Supporting student success and timely completion of
graduate programs.

Our office consists of a small but mighty staff:

Graduate School Dean: Dr. Hillary Fouts

Graduate School Assistant Dean: Dr. Janel Owens

Senior Administrative Support Specialist: Lauren Harriott 

Administrative Support Specialist: Kim Paine 

Student Success and Support Coordinator: Asjia Trotter

If you need assistance or are ever unsure who to go to for help,

please do not hesitate to contact us. We are located in Cragmor

Hall 110. Our office hours are Monday – Friday, 8:30 am to 4 pm.

You can also email us at gradinfo@uccs.edu.

Please feel free to stop by our office to say hi, to ask questions, or

to meet with us.
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Dr. Hillary Fouts grew up in a small town in Washington State
and earned undergraduate degrees in psychology and
anthropology from Central Washington University, followed 
by a PhD in cultural anthropology from Washington State 
University. She then completed a four-year postdoctoral
research fellowship in the Section on Social and Emotional 
Development at the National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development, part of the National Institutes of Health
in Bethesda, Maryland. After spending much of her academic
career at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, in 2020 she
moved into academic leadership at Western Oregon University.
In January 2024, Dr. Fouts joined UCCS as Dean of the Graduate
School, and we are lucky to have her expertise and guidance.

In her role as Dean of the Graduate School, Dr. Fouts is a fierce
advocate for graduate students, faculty and staff at UCCS. She
works effectively with graduate students, staff, faculty, other
deans and campus leadership in advancing the quality of
graduate academic programs, graduate student research, and
collaborations. Working within a framework of shared
governance, Dr. Fouts leads the Graduate School in its mission
to offer resources, create opportunities, and promote excellence
so that our graduate students, faculty, and staff are successful.

Dr. Fouts first visited Colorado Springs in 1996 to play in the
National Collegiate Rugby Championship hosted by USAFA. The
second time she visited Colorado Springs was in 2023 when she
interviewed to be the UCCS Graduate School Dean.
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Dr. Janel Owens is from South Texas, where she was raised in a small
town near San Antonio. She earned her Bachelor of Science degree in
Chemistry from Southwestern University in Georgetown, TX, and her
PhD in Agricultural and Environmental Chemistry from the University
of California, Davis. She started at UCCS in 2009 as an assistant
professor in the Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry, and rose
through the academic ranks to become full professor in 2024. She
joined the Graduate School as a faculty fellow in Fall 2024, and was
appointed as the Assistant Dean for the Graduate School in Fall 2025.  
 
Dr. Owens provides high-level support for the Graduate School by
overseeing processes, policies, and initiatives related to graduate
student success, retention, and completion. This includes but is not
limited to, leading the planning and execution of initiatives designed
to support graduate students' academic and professional
development. Dr. Owens also supports the processes relating to
funding graduate students in partnership with the Office of Financial
Aid through the Graduate School’s various grants, fellowships, and
scholarships. 
 
Dr. Owens enjoys writing mystery novels (although none have been
published) and won the Claymore Award from Killer Nashville Writing
Conference in 2025 for best unpublished mystery. 
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mailto:gradinfo@uccs.edu


https://graduateschool.uccs.edu/research-travel-awards
https://graduateschool.uccs.edu/research-travel-awards
https://www.linkedin.com/in/uccsgraduateschool/






https://dos.uccs.edu/basic-needs/clydes-cupboard
https://graduateschool.uccs.edu/current-student-resources/graduating-this-semester
https://graduateschool.uccs.edu/faculty-staff-resources#ithenticate
https://frc.uccs.edu/technology_tools/turnitin#ithenticate


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-kOTUsjon0GrLqcMEAOIEMWM8OxNl1tDn92rF9qrl8ZUNVA3SVVVQzZRS1hWMThDMjdDUU82NE1IRS4u
mailto:csr@uccs.edu
https://mlc.uccs.edu/events
https://mlc.uccs.edu/event/12554783
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